
 

 1 

LITURGY OF HOLY EUCHARIST 
The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord 

May 14, 2026 

C – Celebrant D - Deacon A - Assistant L – Lector  R – Response 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please be aware that worship is being filmed, photographed, and live streamed on our Facebook/YouTube channel. 

Your likeness and/or voice may be captured by our equipment. It is best to sit in the balcony or in the last four pews 

to not be seen on camera. Holy Communion can be brought to you in your seat so that you are not filmed receiving 

the Sacrament. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have any concerns. Selections from this live stream may be 

used on our website and in our public relations materials.  
 

GATHERING 

WELCOME  

PRELUDE   

*GATHERING HYMN        “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”  Hymn # 634 

*INVOCATION 
  We make the sign of the cross in remembrance of our Baptism.  

C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 R: Amen. 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 

C: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 R: And also with you.  
 

*PENITENTIAL RITE 

C: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
  Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 C: Most merciful God, 

R: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what  we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

C: God, the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of his Son has reconciled 

the world to himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; through 

the ministry of the Church may God give you pardon and peace, and I absolve you from 

your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 
  We make the sign of the cross as God forgives us this day. 

 R: Amen.  
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*LORD, HAVE MERCY 
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*THIS IS THE FEAST 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Let us pray.  Almighty God, your only Son was taken up into heaven and in power 

intercedes for us. May we also come into your presence and live forever in your glory; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. 

R: Amen.  
Please be seated.  
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WORD 

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11 
           L: A reading from Acts.  

[Luke writes:] In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them 

by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom 

of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 

promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had 

come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 

own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he 

had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 

stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

 R: Thanks be to God.  

 
 

PSALM 47 (sung responsively)  

 Clap your hands, | all you peoples;  

  shout to God with a | cry of joy. 

 For the LORD Most High is | to be feared;  

  he is the great king over | all the earth.  

 He subdues the | peoples under us,  

  and the nations un- | der our feet.  

 He chooses our inheri- | tance for us,  

  the pride of Jacob | whom he loves.  

 God has gone up | with a shout,  

  the LORD with the sound | of the ram’s horn. 

 Sing praises to | God, sing praises;  

  sing praises to our | king, sing praises. 

 For God is King of | all the earth;  

  sing praises with | all your skill.  

 God reigns o- | ver the nations;  

  God sits upon his | holy throne.  

 The nobles of the peoples have gath- | ered together  

  with the people of the | God of  Abraham.  

 The rulers of the earth be- | long to God,  

  and he is high- | ly exalted. 
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SECOND READING           Ephesians 1:15-23 

 L: A reading from Ephesians.  

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  I pray that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 

to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what 

is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his 

great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 

And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.   

 R: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you able in honor of the Gospel. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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 C: The Lord be with you. 

 R: And also with you. 

  C: A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.  

 R: Glory to you, O Lord. 
           We make the sign of the cross with our right thumb on our forehead, lips, and heart to symbolize the 

             gospel being present in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.  

*GOSPEL READING                  Luke 24:44-53 

[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to 

them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my 

Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 R: Praise to you, O Christ.  
Please be seated. 

 

HOMILY 
Please stand as you are able. 

*HYMN OF THE DAY              “Rejoice, for Christ Is King!”  Hymn #430 
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*NICENE CREED                  

 I believe in one God,  

 the Father Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth  

 and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the only-begotten Son of God,  

 begotten of his Father before all worlds,  

 God of God, Light of Light,  

 very God of very God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 being of one substance with the Father,  

 by whom all things were made;  

 who for us and for our salvation  

 came down from heaven  
  We bow our heads in honor of the mystery of the Incarnation. 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit  

 of the Virgin Mary and was made man;  
  Our heads are raised. 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered and was buried.  

 And the third day he rose again  

 according to the Scriptures  

 and ascended into heaven  

 and sits at the right hand of the Father.  

 And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  

 whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord and Giver of Life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  

 who spoke by the prophets.  

 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,  

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead  

 and the life of the world to come.  

 Amen 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    

C: When our risen Savior ascended into heaven, angels reminded his disciples that he 

would come back again. Until he comes, we continue his work by praying for all peoples 

and their needs.         
   Silence for reflection. 
 A: That the Church on earth will ever keep to its evangelical mission of making disciples 

 of all nations, let us pray to the Lord. 

 R: O God, hear us. 

A: That the leaders of the world may realize that they must give an account of their work 

to Jesus Christ when he returns to our judge, let us pray to the Lord.  

 R: O God, hear us. 

 A: That no one will be so attached to this earth as to regret being called to eternal life in 

 heaven, let us pray to the Lord. 

 R: O God, hear us. 

 A: That we may all come to the maturity of faith in the fullness of the risen Christ, let us 

 pray to the Lord. 

 R: O God, hear us. 

 A: That all our dead may ascend to glory with Christ our priest and king, let us pray to 

 the Lord. 

 R: O God, hear us. 

 C: God our Father in heaven, your Son is now seated at your right hand, enthroned in 

 eternal glory. We make our petitions through him, who lives and reigns forever and ever.      

 R: Amen.  
 

Please be seated while the bread and wine are brought forward for consecration  

and the offering is collected for the ministry of Christ’s Church. 
 

MEAL 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY 
Please stand as you are able.  

*OFFERTORY HYMN        “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”   Hymn # 362 

                             verses 1-5, and 8 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 C: Pray brothers and sisters that my sacrifice of praise and yours may be acceptable to 

 God the almighty Father. 

R: May the Lord accept our sacrifice of praise for the glory of his name, for our good, 

and the good of all his holy Church. 

 C: Lord, receive our offering as we celebrate the ascension of Christ your Son. May your

 grace raise us with him to the joys of heaven, where he lives and reigns forever and 

 ever. 

 R: Amen. 
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*DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 C: Lord, you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness. 

 Let your Spirit come upon these gifts to make them holy,  

 so that they may become for us the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 
 Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, 

 he took bread and gave you thanks.  

 He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

 Take this, all of you, and eat it:  

 this is my body which will be given up for you. 

  

 When supper was ended, he took the cup.  

 Again he gave you thanks and praise, 

 gave the cup to his disciples, and said: 

 Take this, all of you, and drink from it: 

 this is the cup of my blood, 

 the blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  

 It will be shed for you and for many so that sins may be forgiven.  

 Do this in memory of me. 
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 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 C: In memory of his death and resurrection,  

 we thank you, Father, for this life-giving bread and this saving cup. 

 We thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  

 May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ  

 be brought together in unity by the Holy Spirit.  
 
 Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; 

 make us grow in love, together with Elizabeth our Presiding Bishop, 

 James our Bishop, and all the clergy. 
 
 Remember our brothers and sisters who have gone to their rest 

 in the hope of rising again. 

 Bring them and all the departed into the light of your presence. 
 
 Have mercy on us all; 

 make us worthy to share eternal life  

 with Mary, the virgin Mother of God, 

 with the apostles, and with all the saints 

 who have done your will throughout the ages. 

 May we praise you in union with them, 

 and give you glory through your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 Through him, with him, in him,  

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

 all glory and honor is yours,  

 almighty Father, forever and ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 14 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Savior gave us.  
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

*PEACE 

 C: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 R: And also with you. 

 C: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.  
 

Please remain standing after sharing the Peace. 

 

*LAMB OF GOD 
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*INVITATION 

C: This the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are those who are 

called to his supper. 

R: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.  
Please be seated.  

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER (for those viewing via live-stream) 

A: My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I love you above 

all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already 

there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who acknowledge the Real Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Bread and Wine are 

welcome to receive the Sacrament. If you would prefer a blessing come forward and cross your arms over your chest. 

Beginning with the front pews, form one line and make your way down the center aisle. Please pick up a communion 

glass from the tray on your right. Receive our Lord Jesus’ Body from the Celebrant and, according to where you are 

seated, receive his Precious Blood from the Assistant and consume both elements. Low-Gluten Hosts are available 

for those who wish to receive the Lord this way – simply inform the Celebrant. Mustum (sacramental non-alcoholic 

wine that was not left to ferment) is available for those who wish to receive the Lord this way – simply inform one of 

the Assistants distributing the chalice. Upon receiving our Lord’s Body and Blood, respond Amen. Please place your 

used communion glass in the tray on the table and return to your seat by the side aisle. Taste and see that the Lord is 

good! 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 “Beautiful Savior” Hymn # 838 

 “Blessing and Honor” Hymn #854 

Please stand as you are able at the direction of the Celebrant. 
 

*POST-COMMUNION HYMN 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

C: Let us pray.  Father, in this eucharist we touch the divine life you give to the world. 

Bless us with faith to follow Christ with love to eternal live where he is Lord forever and 

ever 

 R: Amen. 

SENDING 

*BLESSING 

 C: The Lord be with you. 

 R: And also with you. 
  We make the sign of the cross as God blesses us this day.  

 C: May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. 

 R: Amen. 

*SENDING HYMN                               “Jesus Shall Reign”     Hymn #434 

*DISMISSAL 

 C: The Worship is ended, go in peace. 

 R: Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

SHELLS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
“We are a community of the Triune God, nourished by Word and Sacrament, sent forth by the Holy Spirit into the Grantville 

community and beyond to share the life-changing news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed.” 

287 Shells Church Rd. 

Grantville, PA 17028 
Office phone: 717-469-2586 

Church website: www.shellschurch.org 

 
The Rev. W. L. Barnes, III, STS, Pastor  

Cell:717-870-4505  
Email: fatherbarnes3@gmail.com  

Barbara Dupler, Director of Music  
Email: scdbjd@aol.com  

Theresa Reidmiller, Administrative Assistant  
Email: shellsadmin@shellschurch.org  

Charles Schreiber, Treasurer  
Email: charlieschreiber514@gmail.com  

Parish Council: Sandy Mader (P), Brenda Frye (VP), Christina Frye (S), Ryan Jaggan (T),  
Diana Budd, Tom Terry, Steve Espenshade, Mark Stremmel  

Visit us on Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram and “like/subscribe” to our church page! 

_____________________________________________________________________________

We have WiFi!  

Network Name: ShellsLutheran  

Password: GodIsAwesome (case-sensitive) 


